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The Urban Child Institute's Center for Urban Child Policy promotes the healthy brain development of young children through data-driven research and interventions.
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CUCP | Strategies


Assess current conditions that influence the healthy brain development of young children in Memphis and Shelby County.

Understand the implications of early childhood development.

Identify gaps in the safety net intended to support young children and their families.

Raise public and political awareness and concern with the healthy early brain development of children.








CUCP | Core Beliefs


Between birth and age three, a child's brain develops at an astonishing pace. The early years are the most active period for establishing neural connections.

Children grow in an environment of relationships. Their healthy development depends on the well-being of their families and communities.

Brain plasticity decreases over time, and getting it right early is more effective and less costly to society.

By doing what we know how to do today - informed by best practices and data-driven research - we are making the investment necessary to insure a bright future for children and our community.
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